DECUS Denmark Report 2001/2002

Summary

DECUS Denmark has been busy moving from it’s own web/mail server to VC. The number of members is relatively stable, but due to a diminishing number of attendees at events finance is looking a bit low. We have trouble getting enough attendees to the annual national symposium, but success with a number of 1-day SIG events.
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The next Board meeting is to be held at 28. May 2002. We normally have 3-5 board meetings each year. Our main issues are SIG events, the national Symposium and finance. Our future plans include DECUS in Cyberspace (VC), DECUS in the HP/Compaq scenario and naturally SIG events and Symposium. We have chosen to stay with the DECUS name and logo and in the light of the upcoming HP/Compaq merger, we’re very pleased with this decision.

Events

We have had a number of successful 1-day SIG events, but we have had problems with participation on the last 2 national Symposium. A mini “phone-around” reveals that, most people not attending, says that this is because lack of time.

Members

We have around 800-850 members and this number is relatively stable, maybe decreasing a little, but not much.

Financial situation

The financial situation is not too good. This has meant that I, as the chairman, have had difficulties in sponsoring my participation in CUO-EMEA events. It also means that we have to rely too much on Compaq financial backing and goodwill.

Communication

Our web server was hacked and taken over by a group from Brazil (I hate Linux), so we had to pull the plug, rescue as much as we could and move everything to the VC at top speed and priority. I believe that DECUS Denmark is a “top” user of the VC and we are now considering bringing our old paper-based Newsletter back to life in some kind of an e-mail form.

Relations with Compaq

Relations with Danish Compaq is basically fine although I could wish for a little more strategic co-operation and information in the area of even planning. We have had no meetings with Compaq Management except for our Compaq Delegate and on the other hand I have not requested such meetings.

Relations with partners/vendors

We have a very close relationship with 4 partners/vendors, who all gladly participate in SIG events and Symposia with speakers and displays.

Contact to other User Organisations 

We have been trying to approach ITUG in Denmark with a regular proposal around co-operation in all possible areas, but this has been a 100% fiasco.

DECUS organisation/Office

As earlier mentioned the job as DECUS administrator has been vacant for some time, which is not a very practical situation. But our Compaq Delegate has acted as a stand-in to some extend.

European and International issues

During the GA meetings we would like to discuss further development of the VC. It is vital that the VC to the greatest possible extent serves as a “locally” controlled web- mail and administrative server. I feel that the good people from gic Management are doing a very fine job, but we’re simply not there yet. I have a number of detailed issues, which I’m already communicating directly to Pol Van de Perre and the rest of the staff.

In this context I would like CUO-EMEA to address the further development in functionality of the mail-server on the VC. The VC must offer the possibility to the chapters to create and maintain chapter mailing lists. These mailing list should be public or closed as chapters choose to. It must also be possible for the chapters to mail directly to their own mailing lists without the need manual intervention.
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