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Headline news!!!  We have 1002 MEMBERS!!!  With a target to grow to 1200 by year end!

Summary

The membership currently stands at 1002 paid subscriptions including 29 Corporate Members.   This is a 17% increase over the base number in November 2001 with 61% growth in Corporate members. The actual NEW membership is 197 including those who joined via the Partner Sponsored meetings, a REAL growth of 23% of NEW members!

We are financially stable at the moment as a result of our policy to (a) upgrade to different Membership Grades and (b) running 2-3 sponsored meetings per month (Compaq EBG and Compaq’s Partners are charged for this sponsorship).

CUO-UK operates today through an Admin Office based in Compaq Reading staffed part-time (2½ days a week) by Angela Gurr.  Ian Severn and Gerald Hackemer continue to devote about 150 hours per month (but on a chargeable basis) with Peter Dodsworth continuing to support the CUO-UK and Compaqusers.Org Websites.  We have attracted 30 members via the VC site.
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We now have a confirmed Compaq Representative (Richard George from EBG) to the Board with whom we have regular monthly meetings and almost daily contact (where necessary).  We also work closely with other members of Richard’s team and with Central Marketing Group..

Recent Meetings

We have run 10 meetings this year and 169 members have attended – the largest audience was 48.

Next meetings

· May 28 
Roadmaps for VMS, UNIX and Storage with Mark Gorham attending as Compaq 

Sponsored speaker
· June 11 
Microsoft – Today & Tomorrow – Co-sponsored with Compaq/Microsoft
· June 28 
Computing on Demand – Sponsored by Compaq Professional Services
· July 9 
Insight Manager – Sponsored by ICM
· July 23 
Building a Bullet proof SAN – Sponsored by McData Technology
      The programme is filled until December 2002 with sponsored meetings.
Frequency of meetings

We are planning 2 meetings per month throughout 2002.

Main issues

NONE – putting the effort in has paid dividends and Compaq Management now see the benefit of an ACTIVE USER GROUP.

The real issue is continuing to sustain the growth – but IF we succeed CUO-UK will receive a bonus sponsorship from Compaq!

Future plans

More of the same – the FUTURE IS BRIGHT!  

There really was light at the end of the Tunnel!

