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Compaq User Society of Venezuela Report

As most of you know, we are a small chapter and the only one operating by now in South-America since our Brazilian fellows stood-down, hopefully just for a while.

The relationship with Compaq have been quite good and still in that way until the present. Concerning the merge with HP, the new HP was launched last May 7th and we begun to approach HP executives since then. Due to HP has a similar user oriented culture like old Digital this first contact has been quite positive. In Venezuela there is not HP User Group or equivalent so we can engage HP typical users like happened with Tandem in the past.

Our operation’s fund comes from the signed agreement with Compaq Venezuela. This agreement implies that our Marketing Coordinator (the only one employee of our chapter) works with Compaq together in the Communications and Marketing activities.

Last year, during the stand-by period for the Compaq/HP merge completion, we were forced to minimize expenses and activities. In spite of that, we made, in last July, our mayor one-day event and seminar entitled “Mundo Inalámbrico” (in Spanish) which could be translated as “Wireless World” with an attendance of about 55 people. It took place in the Radisson Caracas Eurobuilding Hotel with the participation of speakers from the two mayor cellular telephone companies in the country. These companies are Movilnet and Telcel-BellSouth.

We also continued making some social and marketing activities like sponsoring Hollywood movies premieres locally. This time it was the movie “Final Fantasy”.

Today, our membership is around 196 active members with a growing expectation with the recruitment of former HP users. We hold communication with them mainly trough e-mail. Postal mail is also used when necessary.

The implementation of a local version of the Company Executives listen panel is in a stand-by status waiting for a new collaboration agreement with the new HP.

Last December we had our annual General Assembly and Christmas cocktail where a new board was elected. As you can notice, I was re-elected as Chapter President so you will have me in the international scene for at least two more years. Also in December our board and some invited members held a telephone conference with Rich Marcello. This con call was arranged by Bob Surdel’s office. The conference topics were: Compaq/Intel Announcement Update:  Alpha/Itanium

Overview, Strategy and Commitment and HP-Compaq Merger Information regarding Alpha/Tru64UNIX/OpenVMS Commitment and Plans
The Venezuela Chapter board is constituted by a President, a Vice-president, a Treasure, a Secretary, a Compaq Delegate and a Himalaya products channel Delegate. The board meets with a once-a-month frequency.
